
Minutes-VEL Board of Representatives Meeting 
March 10, 2016 

ESD 113 – Grays Harbor Room 

(Conference call in via the K-20 system. 206.732.9411) 

 
The mission of Visions for Early Learning; West Central Regional Coalition, is to promote 

partnerships and community connections that support early learning. 
Present: Jane Partridge, Kim Smith, Bonnie Peterson, Holly Porter, Diane Crabtree, Sandy 
Nelson, Connie Dougherty, Mary Perkins, Deena Kettle, Dan Teuteberg, Emily Knudtson, 

Project Launch:  Victor Cardenas, Jan Thoemke, Maria Vasquez, Gary Burres CCAC, DEL: Sherry 
Trout, Brad Klos, Katherine Bell 

 

1) Opening Activity - Introductions 

2) Reports & Updates –  
a) Infant-Toddler Program – see update on page 3 below 
b) Early Achievers -  
c) Project LAUNCH: Sherry Trout (from DOH), Maria Vasquez and Gary Burres from CCAC  explain 

project LAUNCH’S upcoming work in Thurston County – Developmental Screening within a child 
care setting/toolkit and focused Work Force development, Endorsement process. Expanding 
into Thurston County- Invited VEL Representative to serve on Oversight Council and additional 
locally based work group (direct service providers within the northern part of Thurston County). 
VEL Coordinator Jane Partridge and Kim Smith from TECC/SSPTP will attend March Oversight 
Council Meeting and bring additional information back to VEL. Hoping for a summer 
implementation of the program. Potential of expanding trainings to regional community. See 
pages 4-6 below for more information. 

d) VEL updates 

i) Local coalition Family Engagement/Advocacy/STEAM Mini-grants (Local Coalition Reps) 

(1) Thurston: Family Fun Engagement Days, 3 or 4 events with STEM focus and multiple 

partners 

(2) Mason: Hosting one to two events, north and south, family engagement fairs. 

Partnering with Hands On Children’s Museum 

(3) Mason Advocacy: County wide marketing campaign to follow-up on Stakeholders Event. 

(4) N. Pacific: Joining existing county 4-H event 

(5) Grays Harbor: Assist and support South Sound Reading Foundation to provide an event 

(6) Lewis: Summer STEM camp 

ii) May 3rd Advancing Racial Equity/Community Summit , 11-3, w/Standards Alignment 6:30-9 –

Flyers will be put up on website 

iii) Home Visiting Professional Development Series, May 17th, and Summer Summit, June 20th 

3) Discussion 
a) Brought forward by the Mason County Early Learning Coalition: the lack of qualified 

professionals to meet the needs of children.  Some examples: 

i) Unfilled openings in early learning centers 

ii) The lack of qualified therapists to serve children e.g. SLPs 



iii) The lack of serves for children on the autism spectrum – no services in Shelton or Greys 

Harbor  

iv) Needed region-wide: OT/SLP/Behavioral Therapists, filling early education vacancies within 

school districts, Head Start/ECEAP, child care centers 

v) Reach out to Harborview Center, agencies that use their model or have accessed training. 

vi) Letter to ELAC (volunteer to draft-Kim/Dan and Holly), begin the conversation, issues 

created by college level training programs, limited slots and require BS to get into PT 

program. Legislative push. Other issue of pay. Paradox of identifying more children, identify 

more children would require more providers, encourage ELAC to commit to a more 

concentrated effort to look for solutions. More kids, less funding. Providers not willing to 

take the reimbursement. Head Start ECEAP provides training, then loose trained staff to 

school districts. Programs to train child care providers to move into early learning teaching 

positions. Early Achievers Scholarships to get college credits, pursue AA or BA. Gary: Retain 

folks, address pay gap. A deficit of providers continues to have a regional impact on finding 

services for identified children. 

4)  

5) Three talking points (to take back to local coalitions) 

a) Synopsis from local coalition mini-grants 

b) Racial Equity and Home Visiting 

c) Sandy Nelson’s Retirement on March 28, ESD 113, 3:30-5:30 

VEL Board of Representatives meets on the second Thursday bi-monthly from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 12, 2016: 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM VEL Board Meeting (Definite) Chehalis B 

Thursday, July 14, 2016: 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM VEL Board Meeting (Definite) Chehalis B 

Thursday, September 08, 2016: 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM VEL Board Meeting (Definite) Chehalis B 

Thursday, October 13, 2016: 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM VEL Board Meeting (Definite) Chehalis B 

Thursday, November 10, 2016: 10:30 AM - 1:30 PM VEL Board Meeting (Definite) Chehalis B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 



 



 


